
PLEASE, FOR OUR NATIVE BEES, 
THINK TWICE ABOUT INTRODUCING 
HONEY BEES IN NATURAL AREAS 
AND YOUR BACKYARD! 

What’s wrong  
with honey 
bees in 
natural areas? 
Honey bees compete with 
native pollinators for floral 
resources (food). One hive 
of honey bees collects the 
equivalent amount of pollen 
as 100,000 solitary native 
bees over a 3-month period 

Honey bees may spread 
disease and parasites to 
our native insects 
 

Honey bees prefer  
non-native plants and  
can contribute to the 
spread of invasive plants   

Honey bees can interfere  
with the reproduction of 
native plants

HABITAT FIRST!

SAVE THE BEES? 

Our native bees are in severe decline. Habitat loss, overuse of pesticides, 
industrial agriculture, and the loss of flowering plants have all contributed to this 
loss. By introducing honey bees, we add another stressor to our native bees 
that can have negative consequences that are largely unseen. Help get the 
word out about native bees and their critical interdependent relationship 
with the natural world. All bees need adequate habitat that includes flowering 
plants. Introducing more populations of bees when food is already scarce is 
counterproductive. Plant native plants! Manage non-native plants. If we all do 
a little bit, it adds up to a WHOLE lot!

Honey bees are not native to North America. They were introduced into North 
America from Europe in the early 1600s. They are now one of the most 
abundant and widespread insects on Earth. Honey bee populations have 
increased 45% worldwide over the last 50 years and there is no risk of this 
bee species going extinct. Honey bees are important pollinators of agricultural 
crops but do not belong in areas providing critical habitat for native bees.

The Bee Informed Partnership: https://beeinformed.org/results/colony-
loss-2015-2016-preliminary-results/
Cane, J. H., & Tepedino, V. J. (2016). Gauging the effect of honey bee 
pollen collection on native bee communities. Conservation Letters.
Colla, S. R., & MacIvor, J. S. (2016). Questioning public perception, 
conservation policy, and recovery actions for honeybees in North 
America. Conservation Biology.
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